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Lady with a mission

Mahatma Gandhi once said
“The more I think, I realize
that there was no activity of

_national interest in which Jam:
na Lalji was notinvolved.” The
Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation was
established in 1977 in the
memory cf Jamnalal Bajaj, a
close associate of Mahatma
Gandhi. It was inaugurated on

.4th November, 1977 by Shri
Morarji Desai, Prime Minis-

- ter of India for the spread of
philanthropy and promotion of
Gandhian values and construc-
tive work. Jamnalal Bajaj Foun-
dation strives to serve the ide-
als to which Jamnalal Bajaj had
dedicated his life and pro-
motes the kind of Gandhian
constructive activities in which
he himself was deeply involved
during his life-time.

Freedom fighter, social re-
former, humanitarian and a de-
voted follower of Mahatma
Gandhi, g{ho‘m he 'adopted' as
his father, and became his 'fifth
son', Jamnafal Bajaj took an ac-
tive part in India's freedom
struggle: But his forte was the
constructive work propounded
by Gandhi, Jamnalal also under-
took pioneering work in the
field of Go-seva (Cow protec-
tion), uplift of the ‘dalits’ or the
downtrodden, education of
women, propagation of Hindi,
spread of Khadi (hand spun and
hand woven cloth)and the de-
velopment of village industries.

The Foundation gives four
Awards annually each carrying
a cash prize, a citation and a

trophy :

1. Award for outstanding
contribution in the field of Con-
structive Work. 2. Award for
Application of Science and
Technology for Rural Devel-
opment. 3. Award (for wom-
en only) for outstanding con-
tribution to Uplift and Welfare
of Women and Children and/
or Gandhian Constructive
Work (instituted in the mem-
ory of Smt, Jankidevi Bajaj). 4.
Award (for other than Indian
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citizen) for outstanding contri-
bution to promotion of Gan-
dhian values outside India.

The first two of the above
Awards were instituted in
1978. The Award for Women
was institutedin 1980 in mem-
ory of Smt. Jankidevi Bajaj,
wife of Jamnalalji. The Inter-
national Award was instituted
in 1988 as part of the com-
memoration of Jamnalal Bajaj
Birth Centenary,

This year, people of Assam
can boast that out of more than
200 nominations, four nomi-
nees were finally selected for

this covetous award and 90
year old Srimati Shakuntala
Choudhary is one of the recip-
ient of this award for her con-
tribution to Uplift and Welfare
of Women and Children and/
or Gandhian Constructive
Work. Others are 92 year 0ld
Chunibhaj Vaidya, from Guar-
at contribution in the Field of
Constructive Work, Chewang
Norphel for application of Sci-
ence and Technology for Rural
Development as he designed
artificial glacier in Leh. M‘SS
Lia Diskin for her contribu-
tion to promotion of Gandhian
values outside India.
This is certainly a period of

£

glory for us as¢he same award
was received by another As-
samese woman Late Amol
Prabha Das way back in 1981.
But sadly today, only a few of
us know about this low profile

Gandhian lady who has dedi--

cated her life for uplift ‘of
women and downtrodden
people of the society.

As you come across this no-
nagenarian frail woman at the
first sight you will not be able
to 1magine the potential and
immense mental strength of
this 1ady from her look. But it
is said that sometimes looks

= deceive. She
has received
this award on
28th October,
2010 at
Yashwant Rao
Chavan Cen-
tre, Mumbai
from none
other than our
President
Hon'ble Prat-
g ibha Devisingh
| Patilin anaus-
picious cere-
mony organ-
ised by Jam-
nalal Bajaj
Foundation,
Mumbai. We were privileged
tobe pres€ntin this award giv-
ing ceremOny as we accompa-
nied our d€ar Jethai with oth-
er members from Kasturba
Gandhi RatTya Smarak Nidhi,
Sarania. DU€ to her age factor,
she may haV€hecome weaker
now, but her Voice is still audi-
ble without @ Microphone! She
can recite 9aN8krit slokas from
Bhagawad Geeta, fluent in
Bargeet, N4Mghosa and Kir-
tan and is 3 4€dicated follower
of Sri Krishna from her child-
hood days: ~"€ is a painter,
writer, dePator gince her
school day$ With active coop-

eration fro™ Ner father late
= ./’H"“"-—

Harinath Pathak Choudhury.

Born in a family of seven
children to HN Pathak Choud-
hury and Bidyadhari Choud-
hury, on 25th June, 1920 in the
campus of Barpetiapara nam-
ghar in Panbazar, devotion for
to Sri Krishna must have been
imbibed from before her con-
ception. She was the second
child in the family. Her school-
ing was completed in Nagaon
as her father had a transfer-
able job. Later on, she moved
to Guwahati and at the insis-
tence of Late Rajabala Das, the
then Principal of Handique
Girls College, she joined the
college as one of the few girl
stidents in the first batch of
this college.

Fate had something else in
store for her. Her turning point
came in 1947, when she met
Amol Prabha Das, (another re-
cipient of Janma Lal Bajaj award
in 1981) who instantaneously
recognized her potential and
requested her to join in run-
ning the Gram Sevika Vidya-
laya and managing the Assam
Branch of KGNMT.

She became office secretary
and started teaching in Gram
Sevika Vidyalaya. Sarania
ashram got patronage from
none other than late Gopi Nath
Bordoloi, then Chief Minister
of Assam, Late Omeo Kumar
Das, the then Education Min-
ister and above all Dr
Harekrishna Das, who has do-
nated this small hillock for the
great cause, and happened to
be father of late Amol Prabha
Das. The ashram reached its
peak due to support of such
eminent personalities.

In due course, she became
Pratinidhi of Kasturba Trust
and travelled widely in differ-
ent parts of Assam, Nagaland,
Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh,
established many Gravika
Vidyalayas and training centers
in different parts and trained
many volunteers with her
great leadership quality.



