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Library 

Presidency University, 

Presidency University  
86/1 College Street, Kolkata- 700073 

 

  

 

 

Module Title: Effective Searching Techniques for Retrieving Electronic Resources (E-

Journals, E-Books and E-Databases.    

 

Date: 24thAugust, 2023 

 

Subject Areas: Interdisciplinary, Library and Information Science, Electronic Resources 

 

Target users: 

Academicians, Students (Undergraduate, Postgraduate), Research Scholars, Staff, or any other 

members of the Libraries who need information regarding  

 Whether the electronic resources needed by a user for his/her research are available in 

the library? 

 What are the E-resources available in the library? 

 How can required e–Resources be retrieved effectively using different kind of search 

strategies and techniques, including downloading articles and pertinent electronic 

resources? 

 

This module is intended to develop the skills of users of information as well as Library Staff 

on information retrieval in digital landscape. Library Staff with their enhanced searching skills 

may likely to be in a better position to guide/ assist the library users to find the relevant 

electronic resources precisely and effectively. 

 

Besides users, this is also intended to develop the skills of Library Staff on information retrieval 

in digital landscape, so that they can assist the library users to find the relevant electronic 

resources for their study. 
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                         Introduction to the module 

 

This module is designed to educate the academic community, 

including students, researchers, and educators, on effective 

techniques and search strategies for retrieving information in the 

digital academic environment. It aims to enhance the knowledge 

and skills of library users, students, faculty, and research scholars in 

accessing electronic resources effectively. Additionally, it provides a 

detailed guide to both subscribed and open-access e-resources to 

maximize their utilization. 

              Objectives 

 To provide guidelines for fair use of e-resources at 

Presidency University Library and its usage policy. 

 To enhance awareness of the e-resources available at 

Presidency University. 

 To increase the awareness about important tools for 

accessing different kinds of academic and learning resources 

in digital environment. 

 To enhance search skills of users in locating the desired 

information precisely in digital environment 
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3. Presidency University Library: A Brief Introduction 

 

The Presidency University (Erstwhile Hindu College/Presidency College) Library has a 

very unique and rich collection of books, periodicals, and manuscripts along with 

electronic and multimedia resources. The collection includes some of the rarest books and 

reference materials along with thousands of important documents and journals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.Presidency University Library: A Brief Introduction 

 

 

The University Library comprises of two main units - i.e., - the Arts Library, and the Science 

Library alongside the individual departmental libraries. The primary aim of the library is to 

support the academic and research programs of the University by providing access to its rich 

physical and digital repositories of learning resources. With its rare archives and the most 

current databases, the University library is designed to cater to the University's current and 

future teaching and research interests 
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4. Electronic Resources (Campus Access) 

A substantial number of scholarly e-resources can be accessed from university campus 

premises that are either subscribed by the university or made available through the e-

ShodhSindhu (eSS) Consortium of UGC INFLIBNET. A detailed list of e-resources are 

given below. 

 

 

E-Journals subscribed (through eShodhSindhu (eSS) Consortia of UGC Inflibnet) 

 

 

S. 

No. 
Name of the e- Resources URL Subjects 

1.  American Institute of Physics http://journals.aip.org/ Physical Sciences 

2.  American Physical Society  https://journals.aps.org/browse.

html 
Physical Sciences 

3.  Annual Reviews  https://www.annualreviews.org Science, and Social 

Science 

4.  JSTOR  http://www.jstor.org/ All subjects , Important 

for Social Sciences, 

Arts and Humanities 

5.  Oxford University Press  https://academic.oup.com/jour

nals/ 
All subjects 

6.  Project Muse  http://muse.jhu.edu/ All subjects , Important 

for Social Sciences, 

Arts and Humanities 

7.  Springer Link  https://link.springer.com/ All subjects; Dominant 

area – Science Subjects 

8.  Taylor and Francis  https://www.tandfonline.com/ All subjects 

9. Economic and Political 

Weekly 

http://www.epw.in 
Social Sciences 

Database (Perpetual Access, One Time Purchase) 

10.  MathSciNet  Database 

(through eSS) 

https://mathscinet.ams.org/mathscinet/ 

11.  ISID Database (through eSS) https://isid.org.in/ 

12.  NCCO – British Theatre , 

Music and Literature 

http://gdc.galegroup.com/gdc/ncco?p=NCCO&u=preside

ncy 

13.  NCCO –Corvey Collection of 

European  Literature 

http://gdc.galegroup.com/gdc/ncco?p=NCCO&u=preside

ncy 

14.  Drama Online https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/ 

15.  19th Century House of 

Commons Parliamentary 

paper: 1801-1900  

 

https://parlipapers.proquest.com/parlipapers 

 

 

http://journals.aip.org/
https://journals.aps.org/browse.html
https://journals.aps.org/browse.html
https://www.annualreviews.org/
http://www.jstor.org/
https://academic.oup.com/journals/
https://academic.oup.com/journals/
http://muse.jhu.edu/
https://link.springer.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/
http://www.epw.in/
https://mathscinet.ams.org/mathscinet/
https://isid.org.in/
http://gdc.galegroup.com/gdc/ncco?p=NCCO&u=presidency
http://gdc.galegroup.com/gdc/ncco?p=NCCO&u=presidency
http://gdc.galegroup.com/gdc/ncco?p=NCCO&u=presidency
http://gdc.galegroup.com/gdc/ncco?p=NCCO&u=presidency
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/
https://parlipapers.proquest.com/parlipapers
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E-Books  (Perpetual Access, One Time Purchase) 

16.  Early English Book Online 

Database (131,226 records) 
https://www.proquest.com/eebo 

17.  Sage Adam Mathew Collection- 

India Raj and Empire 
http://www.indiaraj.amdigital.co.uk/ 

18.  South Asia Archive (Through 

NDLI) 
https://ndl.iitkgp.ac.in/ 

19.  Oxford Reference (130 E-Books) http://www.oxfordreference.com/ 

20.  Oxford Scholarship ( 519 E-Books ) http://www.universitypressscholarship.com/ 

21.  Cambridge E-Books (1426 Titles) https://www.cambridge.org/core/ 

22.  Proquest E-books (27 Titles) https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/presiuniv/h
ome.action 

23.  Sage E-books (33 Titles) http://sk.sagepub.com/ 

24.  Brill’s E-book (53Titles) http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/ 

25.  JSTOR E-Books (88 Titles) http://www.jstor.org/ 

26.  Taylor and Francis E-books (102 

Titles) 
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/ 

 

 

4.1 Guidelines for Fair Use of e-Resources at Presidency University Library:  
 

1. Electronic resources such as e-journals, e-databases, e-books made available by the 

Presidency University Library, Kolkata are for academic use. 

 

2. These resources can be searched, browsed may be downloaded and printed as single 

copies of articles as done in the case of printed library material. Downloading or 

printing of a complete book or an entire issue or a volume of one or more journals 

(called systematic downloading) is strictly prohibited 

 

3. Use of robots, spiders or intelligent agents to access, search and/or systematically 

downloading from these resources is also prohibited. Any violation of this policy will 

result in penal action as per the rules and regulations of the University. 

 

4. Please be aware that systematic downloading may cause the publisher to block to the 

entire community of users @ Presidency University from accessing their resources. 

 

5. The Central Library subscribes to thousands of E-Resources directly through the 

publishers and eSS Consortium. The terms and conditions for using these resources are 

spelled out in electronic resource licensing agreements with each publisher. Individual 

users must ensure that the use of electronic resources does not breach the terms and 

conditions specified in the license agreements. Licenses vary from publisher to 

publisher. 

 

 

 

https://www.proquest.com/eebo
http://www.indiaraj.amdigital.co.uk/
https://ndl.iitkgp.ac.in/
http://www.oxfordreference.com/
http://www.universitypressscholarship.com/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/presiuniv/home.action
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/presiuniv/home.action
http://sk.sagepub.com/
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/
http://www.jstor.org/
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/
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4.2 The general principles are as follows: 

 
Permitted Not Permitted 

Viewing, downloading, copying, printing and 

saving a copy of search results 

Use of robots or intelligent agents for systematic, 

bulk or automatic downloading is not permitted 

Viewing, downloading, copying, printing and 

saving individual articles 

Systematic downloading or printing of entire 

journal issues or volumes, or large portions of other 

e-resources is not permitted 

Using e-resources for scholarly, educational or 

scientific research, teaching, private study and 

clinical purposes 

Using e-resources for commercial gain is not 

permitted (i.e. reselling, redistributing or 

republishing licensed content) 

Sending a copy of an article to another authorized 

user (i.e. current faculty, students or staff) 

Transmitting, disseminating or otherwise making 

online content available to unauthorized users (i.e. 

sending to mailing lists or electronic bulletin 

boards) is not permitted 

 

Posting the URL to the publisher's version of the 

article on a class website (publisher links will allow 

only authorized users access) 

Posting the publisher's version or PDF of an article 

to an open-class website is not permitted (instead, 

post the URL to the article which will allow only 

authorized users access) 

 

Breaches of the license agreement with publishers could result in the suspension of access to 

the resources for the member institutions. 

 

5. Categories of electronic resources:  
 

An electronic resource is defined as a resource that requires computer access or any electronic 

product that delivers a collection of data referring to full-text bases, electronic journals, image 

collections, other multimedia products, and numerical, graphical or time-based, as a 

commercially available title that has been published with an aim to being marketed. 

 

The different types of e-resources are: 

 
S. 

No 
E-Resources Type Description 

1 E-Book A book is composed in or converted to digital format for display on a computer 

screen or handheld devices such as Kindle, iPad, etc. is termed as E-books. E-

books are the digital version of the books.   

 

2 E-Journal  An electronic journal is a periodical publication which is published in 

electronic format. E-Journals are electronic counterpart to traditional print 

journals, offering and efficient and convenient way to access and distribute 

academic research and scholarly content. 

 

3  

E-Magazines 
E-Magazines are electronic counterpart to traditional print magazines. E-

magazine is very important part of every library collection 
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4 E-newspaper Abstracting and Indexing database are specialized information resources that 

index and abstract academic and scholarly literature. 

5 Indexing and 

Abstracting Databases 

Today are either free 

or with charges. 

A Full Text Database refers to a type of electronic database that provides 

access to complete documents rather than just bibliographic information These 

databases contain the entire text of articles, reports, and other resource, making 

them valuable for in-depth research and analysis. 

6 Full text database A comprehensive, integrated, non-redundant, well-annotated set 

of  reference data or information available in these databases. 

7 Reference database These databases are contained with PhD thesis and Dissertation published in 

e-format. 

8 E-Thesis A book is composed in or converted to digital format for display on a computer 

screen or handheld devices such as Kindle, iPad, etc. is termed as E-books. E-

books are the digital version of the books.   

 

 

6. Advantage of e-resources:  

 
Unprecedented Accessibility 

E-resources have broken down the barriers of time and distance, offering unparalleled 

accessibility. Whether a student, researcher, or curious, e-resources enable you to retrieve 

information from the comfort of your home, office, or anywhere with an internet connection. 

Accessing knowledge 24/7 has opened up endless possibilities for learning and exploration. 

Real-Time Information 

E-resources provide a significant advantage in terms of timeliness. Unlike print publications, 

which often involve a delay in distribution, digital resources offer real-time access to the latest 

information and research. These features particularly benefit researchers, professionals, and 

students who require up-to-date data and insights. With e-resources, you can stay at the 

forefront of your field, keeping pace with the ever-evolving knowledge landscape. 

Enhanced Search ability and User-Friendly Interfaces 

Finding relevant information is made remarkably easier with e-resources. Powerful search 

functionalities, advanced filtering options, and intuitive interfaces empower users to quickly 

locate specific content within vast collections. Additionally, metadata, indexing systems, and 

keyword searches streamline retrieval, saving time and effort. The user-friendly nature of e-

resources ensures a seamless and efficient experience for novice and experienced user. 
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7. Retrieval strategies 

 

To locate Electronic resources (i.e., E-Journals, E-Books and E-Databases) available in the 

library following steps to be followed: 

 

The following link will help you to access the Library’s e-resources on campus 

http://www.presiuniv.ac.in/web/library/aboutlibrary.php 

 

E-JOURNALS 

 

The Presidency University Library provides electronic access to the full text of over 7,000 

journals. If you need to identify the journal articles for your research, you can use a database 

that will search across thousands of journals. 

 

 

E-Resources Campus Access  

 E-Journals  

 E-Books  

 E-Data Bases  

Search for all E-Resources 

Searching: 

Please enter search term(s). 

Keyword 

Search
  

 Basic Search 

 

 Advanced Search 

 

 Search History 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.presiuniv.ac.in/web/library/aboutlibrary.php
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/Search/FindFieldLinkRedirect?sid=d63f0c22-6c78-42c9-8a4e-f57cfdcf75cf@sessionmgr4009&vid=0&theSearchType=Basic&ReturnUrl=%252feds%252fresults%253fvid%253d0%2526sid%253dd63f0c22-6c78-42c9-8a4e-f57cfdcf75cf%252540sessionmgr4009%2526bquery%253dTI%25252bAstro%25252bPhysics%2526bdata%253dJmNsaTA9RlQxJmNsdjA9WSZ0eXBlPTAmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%25253d%25253d
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/results?vid=0&sid=d63f0c22-6c78-42c9-8a4e-f57cfdcf75cf%40sessionmgr4009&bquery=TI%2BAstro%2BPhysics&bdata=JmNsaTA9RlQxJmNsdjA9WSZ0eXBlPTAmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/results?vid=0&sid=d63f0c22-6c78-42c9-8a4e-f57cfdcf75cf%40sessionmgr4009&bquery=TI%2BAstro%2BPhysics&bdata=JmNsaTA9RlQxJmNsdjA9WSZ0eXBlPTAmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d
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Step-1- Go to the University home page (www.presiuniv.ac.in) and then click on the Library 

tab. The following screen will come.  

 

Welcome to Presidency University 

Library Home Page  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.presiuniv.ac.in/
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Step-2. Click on e-Resources campus Access (on the left-hand side).      

 

 

 

How to access e-Resource Campus access 
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Step 3. Click on e-Resources Campus Access. The following screen will appear.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e-Resource Campus Access 

E-Journal 
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Step 4. Click on the campus access e-resources the List of e-journals will appear  
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Browse by publisher Journals listed under publishers' names. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JSTOR offers high quality, interdisciplinary contents for all. It includes over one 

thousand leading academic journals across the humanities, social sciences, and 

sciences, as well as select monographs and other materials valuable for academic 

work. 

 

The entire content is full-text searchable, offers search term highlighting, includes 

high-quality images, and is interlinked by millions of citations and references with 

continues online Updating. 

 

URL:http://www.jstor.org/ 

 

Step 1:Enter your search terms into the search box 

 

 

E-Journal 

JSTOR(3165 Journals) 

http://www.jstor.org/
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1. Search Page (JSTOR Home Page) 

 

Access to http://www.jstor.org/ 

 
1) SEARCH : Keyword Search 

2) BROWSE : Journal Browsing 

3) You can Search on the first page of JSTOR 

 

 

1) Basic Search 

 

Enter your search terms into the search box. 

 

 To search an exact phrase, use Quotation Marks（""）For example“business 

analysis" 

 You can limit by discipline. 

 Combined search terms with AND, OR, NOT For example: labour OR labor, 

Narrow search results with field abbreviations. For example:au: Smith (author) 

: "parabolic equations “(title Field Abbreviations : title (general) : item title : title 

of reviewed work au: author (general) aa: item author ra: author of a reviewed 

work ca:  illustration caption : item abstracts so:journal title : volume no: 

issue or  number 

 

Search Terms 

 

 Search Fields: 

 Full-text, author, item: title, abstract, caption 

 Enter the search terms same as Basic Search. AND OR, NOT To find certain 

words near each other in an article, enter each word in a separate box 

 Limited Search 

 

 Type: You can limit four type of document. Article, Review, Editorial, Pamphlet 

 Date Range: To find an article published within a certain date range 

 Article Language: To find an article in a certain language. 

 

Discipline(s) and/or Journal(s): To find an article in specific journals or disciplines. 

Use the checkboxes next to the discipline and/or Journal name, or enter a journal title in 

the box. 

 

  

http://www.jstor.org/
http://www.jstor.org/
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BROWSE 

 

Browse by Discipline: Disciplines listed alphabetically. Browse by titles Jump to journal 

title.

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic and Political Weekly (EPW) 

E-Journal 
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Accessto URL: https://www.epw.in/ 

 

The Economic and Political Weekly, published in Mumbai, is an Indian institution 

with a global reputation for excellence in independent scholarship and critical inquiry. 

First published in 1949 as the Economic Weekly and since 1966 as the Economic and 

Political Weekly, EPW, as the Journal is popularly known, occupies a special place in 

the intellectual history of independent India. For more than five decades, EPW has 

remained a unique forum that, week after week, has brought together academics, 

researchers, policymakers, independent thinkers, members of non-governmental 

organizations and political activists for debates straddling economics, politics, 

sociology, culture, the environment and numerous other disciplines. 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic Search 

 

Enteryoursearchtermsintothesearchbox 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.epw.in/
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Advanced Search:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Muse 

E-Journal 
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PROJECT MUSE : 

URL :https://muse.jhu.edu/ 

 

Project MUSE have confidence in in the transformative power of knowledge and the 

importance of a sustainable scholarly ecosystem to advance humanity. For nearly 30 years, it 

has been a trusted platform for accessing essential research in the humanities and social 

sciences, serving as a vital part of the scholarly communications network and the preferred 

platform for respected not-for-profit publishers. Collaborating with hundreds of mission-driven 

publishers, Project MUSE curates high-quality scholarship in the humanities and social 

sciences, making it accessible to libraries worldwide. This enables users to explore and make 

their own discoveries. Currently, Project MUSE hosts over 800 journals and more than 100,000 

books from approximately 400 renowned university presses, scholarly societies, and other 

publishers. Its integrated platform, designed with scholars in mind, offers seamless access to 

books and journals, along with diverse and affordable library acquisition options. Additionally, 

the platform provides access to over 6,000 open-access books and several open-access journals, 

ensuring broader availability of groundbreaking scholarship. 

.Project MUSE 

Step 1:Enter your searchtermsintothesearchbox 

 

 
 

 

 

https://muse.jhu.edu/
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Step 2 :After search, the following results will be obtained 

          Now you can view related topic Journal  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Oxford University Press 

E-Journal 
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Oxford University press  

URL: https://academic.oup.com/pages/about-oxford-academic 

 

Oxford Academic, the academic research platform of Oxford University Press (OUP), offers 

access to a vast collection of over 50,000 books and 500 journals. It is designed to meet the 

evolving research needs of students, scholars, educators, and professionals, with a commitment 

to continuously improving based on feedback from these diverse communities 

Step 1:Enter your search terms into the search box 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://academic.oup.com/pages/about-oxford-academic
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Step 2 :Enter your search terms into the search box 

 
 

Step 3 :After search, the following results will be obtained 

Now you can view related topic Journal  
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E-BOOKS:  

 

Step1:Click on e-Resources campus Access. Select on the e-book, the following screen will 

appear 
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Step 2:Type any subject or book or title of book keywords in the search option. 

 

 

Oxford Academic 

E-Books 
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Step 3: After search, the following results will be obtained 



 28 

 
 

 

E-Data Bases: 

 

 

Link:https://go.gale.com/ps/dispBasicSearch.do?userGroupName=presidency&prodId=NCCO 

 

GALE PRIMARY SOURCES Nineteenth Century Collections Online 

 

The nineteenth century was the first great age of industrialization and technological innovation. 

It was an age of political revolution and reform, nationalism and nation-building, the expansion 

of empire and colonialism, growing literacy and education, and the flowering of culture—both 

popular and high. It was an age that witnessed the development of the power-driven printing 

press and a massive explosion of written material that dwarfed the output of the centuries that 

preceded it. Any undertaking that attempts to synthesize the vast array of nineteenth-century 

content may be at best only provisionally comprehensive. Nevertheless, bringing a coherent. 

 

Step 1 :Enter your searchtermsintothesearchbox 

 

https://go.gale.com/ps/dispBasicSearch.do?userGroupName=presidency&prodId=NCCO
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Step 2. Click on Database  

 

 
 

Step 3:Type any subject or book or title of book keywords in the search option. 
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Step 4:After search, the following results will be obtained 

             Now you can view related topic Journal or Book 

 

 

 
 

Step 5: Showing result category wise and you can select multiple subject 

 

 

 
 


