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INTRODUCTION

The genus citrus 1s by far the most important commercial
grop within the family "Rutaceae". 1t is one of the
‘extensively grown sub-tropical fruits and has Dbecome
with the mankind since agyes and has created a tradition
jout precedence,

Citrus appeared on globe a5 early as 30 million years
8 [(Tanaka, 1958). The global production of both fresh and
products was recorded as 50 million ‘tons in. 1388,

Ufpassling bananas, apples, grapes, mangoes and sweet oranges

peunted for 60 per cent of the total production {Davenport,1990L

griis fruits collectively occupy a place of considerable

#anee in fruit economy of India and ranks 3rd in  terns
{3.492 lakh ha) and production (27.58 lakh tons) ({Sinyh
‘Fandey, 1993)., It also glaims to be the most importait
grop 1n the HNorth East Hill region of India, coverig
of about 17,000 ha and with an annual production
..D,D{]D tonnies (Thapar, 1273}, In HRagaland, 1t cove's

ef 1121.B ha and preoduction of 263.47 tonnes annually

<itrus probably originated in humid tropical area of
'East Asia (Reuther,19273) or India (Chandler,19250), parts
f_'_'._i:”“" Jndonesia and Philippines (Swingle and Reece, 1967).
F;’l_-lese centres, the genera comprising of yellow fruits
.

241 0%

lime, lemon and grapefruit) of tropical phylogenitic

and orange coloured fruits (sour orange, sweet
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