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INTRODUCTION
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The origin of the Nagas is a vexed question. The racial origins of the Nagas

exhibits racial inter-mixtures in a great range, it forms a meeting centre of the

Himalayan, Burmese(Myanmar), Japanese, Thai, Malaysian, Philippian, Polynesian,

Indonesian and Melanesian cultures, its history preserves instances (It assimilation and

of fusion in blood and race among the varied native tribes.

Naga hills extending as far north as the lower ranges of the Himalayas, who had

something in common, which has made them recognizable as a people since at least the

time of ptolemy, the great geographer of the Second Century A.D. The Greeks in the

first Century A.D, had heard of these people during their visits to Western India and

South India as a wild people with the characteristic flat nose of the Mongol races.

1.1: ORIGIN OF NAGAANDTERMINOLOGY:

For your tomorrow

We gave our today"

Speaks of peace to man kind.

Naga a tribal society with Mongoloid races of 15(fifteen) tribes such as (1)
'.

Angami, (2) Ao, (3) Sumi, (4) Lotha (5) Konyak (6) Rengma, (7) Chakhesang, (8)

Sangtam, (9) Phom, (10) Chang, (11) Yimchunger (12) Zeliang, (11) Khiamungam, (14)

Kuki, (15) Puchury, that inhabit this colourful oriental State have their own distintive

dialects, customs and traditional dresses.

Nagaland attained Statehood on lit December, 1963, covering an area of 16,579

Sq.Kms. a mountainous and greenery hills territory with remarkable topographical

variations. This beautiful State is divided into 8(eight) Districts ofKohima, Mokokchung,

Tuensang, Mon, Wokha, Zunheboto, Phek and Dimapur with its capital at Kohima about

1,444.36 meters above the sea which is also known as the Switzerland of the East. She

witnessed the dangers and disaster of modern battle during the Second W<?rld War and

yet with the world famous war Cemetery and its common epitaph.

"When you go home

Tell-them of us and say

1.0: INTRODUCTION:
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Piercing of the ear lobes is a widespread practice among the Naga tribes. In fact,

the piercingceremony forms a very important initiation rite for young boys attain the age

of 8(eight) to 12(twelve) years, the elders of the village in consultation with the village

priest, fix an auspicious day for the ear piercing ceremony (period mostly between after

harvest and before the start of new cultivation for the next year). A big male pig is

generally slaughtered by the village Chief and its meat is distributed among the young

initiates. Then the ear-lobes are pierced with sharp bamboo sticks which have cotton at

one end. This piercing is done by thewarriors of the village. This ceremony marks the

attainmentof manhood by these boys. They are,now fit to wear white cotton in their ears

andjoin in the war-dances performed on various festivals in the social life of the village

by most of the Naga tribes.

2

Ptolemy writes of them as "NAGALOG" which means the realm of the

''NAKED''(Geographenia vn,ll,18). In 1874 Butler at the head of an exploration

expeditionparty was told by the people a Tesopheneyu(Rengma) that they had ruled the

coast for ages. Naga pointed out to the association of their parents tribes with the sea

shore. The Nagas are still used to wearing Couch-shells as part of their -ornamentaldress,

a prominentfeatures of the people who live on the sea shore.

There are various theories about the origin of the word ''NAGA'' as applied to the

conglomerationof tribes called after the Connotation.- It is largely a matter of conjecture

as to the origin of these ethenic Tebeto-Mongoloid groups and also as to how these

tribes came to be identified as NAGAS.

Much has been written of the word NAGA and its application to the tribal

groups, yet it is Naga general opinion it may be added that the term ''NAGA'' was given

to these people even before they migrated from Burma(Mynmar) by the outsiders who

came_in contact with these group of people during their migratoryproceedings. Perhaps,

the word ''NAGA'' probably does not derives from the present place-(Naga inhabited

areas) where they live.

The word NAGA has been a sourceof much debate among different Scholars. In

Burma(Mynmar),the Naga tribes are called NA-KA(NAKA) which means people with

pierced ear (Holes in their ear-lobes). Interestingly, the Konyaks also refers to NAKHA

meaning ''NA''(ear) "KHA"(hole) which means people with holes in the ears. Some

elderly KHUZAMI people(Chekhasang Naga) called themselves ''NIGYAMI" meaning

"those who cut their ears."



Another theory of the origin of the word NAGA is subscribed to the Assamese

people. InAssamese, the word NAGA means "NAKED" originally the!word NOGA was

used for the naked people of the hills who often came in contact with the people of plains

in Assam. Gradually, this name was applied to a greater number of people and ultimately

it became a generic term for many tribes. Now the name of Naga is accepted by all

tribals inhabiting Nagaland, Assam, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and Burma(Myanmar).

The term Naga came to signify the separate identity of these people.

Another version of term "Naga" may connote from the word "Nagha" till today

rural Naga Villagers pronounced Naga as ''Nagha''(Naghami) in Siimi(Sema) word. In

Sumi "Naghi" means large or huge group of people and mostly Sumi pronounced ''Naga''

as ''NAGHA'' In a popular use of word NAGA, which silenced the alphabat 'H' and

used NAGA, could also b~ the terminology of the word Naga as we study the history of

Naga migration, the Nagas migrated to this part ofland in a large or huge group of people

came together in waves. Meaning vary from one another and yet we study each, they are

all related to describe the Naga character and behaviour.

Some are of opinion that NAGA is derives from "NAGAM" in sanskrit means

snake. In this connection with this term there ia a legend which says that in Mankok

Village the village chief had 7(seven) sons. The younger one name was

SlllXILHO(Genius) who was very notorious and he displeased everybody in that

Monkok village. There was a huge rock which had a deep holes where a Python lived.

This Python gave a lot of troubles to the villagers by swallowing domestic animals and

sometimes even children. So the villagers had decided to kill the Python, the name of that

particular Python was "NAG." But nobody could kill that python and finally the

notorious youngest son could kill the Python and declared himself as "NAGA_" The

lengend goes on to say that this youngest son called all the birds of the air and beast of

the earth and let them fight with that Python called 'NAGA." After sometime he came

out with his sharpened dao and cut off the Python's head and ate its flesh and pronounced

his name this way: "I, the killer of Nag(python) will now called my name as "NAGA."

Thus some says the word NAGA might have been derived from _this legend. In fact,

Nagas strongly dis-agreed with the connotation of snake race, rather snake and Python's

fleshes are delicious food to them till today in rural Naga areas.

The possible reference to self-identity evolves the Konyak definition 'NA'(Ear),

KHA(Hole) emerging as first designation adapted by the tribal groups of this region

3



Year Population Decadal variation percent

1901 1,01,550 -
1911 1,49038 46.76

1921 1,58,801 6.55

1931 1,78,844 12.62

1941 1,89,641 ( 04

1951 2,12,975 8.60
,

1961 3,69,200 14.07

1971 5,16,449 - 39.88

1981 7,74,939 50.05

°1991 12,09,546 56.08

2001 19,88,636 64.41

Due to typical geo-physical conditions prevailing in the state, a large part of the

geographical area in Nagaland could not be censused for a long time. A modest attempt

to estimate the population in Naga Hills w.~smade in 1891. The details of population in

region are, however available only from 1901. The population of Naga Hills in that year

was estimated at 1,01,550. Since then estimates of population are published regularly

albeit as shown table-I, the decade to decade variations have been quite erratic.

TABLE-I TREND OF POPULATION IN THEBTATE(1901-2001).

POPULATION:1.3:

"'..

1.2: GEOGRAPmCAL LOCATION:

The Nagas domicile of the extreme North East Frontier part of India, and is

situated approximatelybetween the longitude 93 degree and 97 degree E and between the

latitude 23Y2 (Tropic of Cancer) and 28 degree North of equator. Nagaland is bounded by

Assam in the North and west, Manipur in the south and Burma(Myarunar)and Arunachal

Pradesh in the east.

to them even before Nagas reached the present places. Moreover, it was from the

Burmese that the British first came to know about NAGAS soon after theit earliest wars

with Burma(Myarunar)during 1795-1826.

4

which have a close familiar with Burmese word NAKA,(pierced Ear). NAGA tribes

migrated to this part of land from Burma, therefore the name NAKA or NAGA was given
I



2001

65.38

67.11

1991

52.21

6l.65

1981

3·6.23

42.57

1971

29.48

27.40

1961

24.02

17.91

Year

India

Nagaiand

Literacy is the first step towards learning and communication through the written

words that give us assess to education. Further, education is expected to broaden the

mental horizons of an individual which may be considered as a Scene qua non of

development through technological change, stated diffetently, literacy ratio may be

regarded as an index of human resources development which in tum, determines the

prospects of economic development. .

Literacy rate of both India and Nagaland since 1961 to 2001 are tabulated in

Table-3.

1.4: LITERACY RAno:

S1.No. State & District Area in Sq.Km. Population Density per Sq.Km.

1991 2001

1 Nagaiand 16,79.00 1988636 73 120

2 Mon 1786.00 259604 84 145

3 Tuensang 4,228.00 414801 55 98

4 Mokokchung 1,615.00 227230 99 141

5 Zunheboto ...:!" 1,255.00 154909 77 123__"

6 Wokha 1,628.00 161098 51 99

7 Dimapur 308382 192 333

8 Kohima 404l.00 314366 67 101

9 Phek 2,026:00 148246 50 73

TABLE-2 DISTRICT-WISE POPULATION IN NAGALAND AND DENSITY

ACCORDING TO 2001 CENSUS.
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Land potentials are the natural gift, with rich natural vegetation, hill slop fertile,

and foot-hills decomposition of rich natural manures consists of land resources. Rich

fertile land consists of variety of soils vary according to altitudes. On mountain tops,

soil generally exhibits organic matter with heavy texture varying from high to medium.

Lower slopes and base have scanty urlder growth and a shallow texture, while on the foot

hills, soils are generally poor and light and contain low organic matter varying from loam

and sandy.

Generally soils are acidic in proportion of P. 20.5 to K.20. Alluvial soils are

comparatively more fertile. The soil of Nag a Hills is same as that found in the monsoon

provinces of North-East India. It is generally red-laterite superficially covered by the

loamy soil which can be distinguished as red 'soil, grey-brown soil, black-grass land,

sandy soil, black sandy soil, silty soil and clay soil, dark mixed decayed humus

constitutes the varying form of land. There are large mineral deposits of iron, chronite,

li'

1.5: LAND:

Sl. State Number of Literate Literacy Decadal

No District Rate variation

percentage

Person Male Female Person Male Female 1991 2001

1 NagaI and 1146523 645807 500716 67.11 71.77 61.92 61..30 67.11

2 Mon 93859 55586 38273 42.25 46.07 37.12 36.02 42.25

3 Tuensang 183513 105249 78256 51.30 55.97 46.12 48.39 51.30,

4 Mokokchung 172208 92188 80020 84.27 86.1"4 82.02 77.85 84.17

5 Zunheboto 90864 49205 41659 69.73 73.43 65.80 64.36 69.73

6 Wokha 113704 62565 51139 81.28 85.69 76.46 73.92 81.28

7 Dimapur 205230 117677 87553 78.15 82.16 73.34 72.17 78.15

8 Kohima 200137 113205 86932 74.28 81.44 66.64 70.97 74.28

9 Phek 87008 50132 36876 71.35 78.97 63.08 62.59 71.35

DISTRICT-WISE LITERACY PERCENTAGE IN NAGALAND

CENSUS 2001 SOURCE.

Table-4:
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1.5.1: FOREST:

Intheir natural State, the hilly areas of the Nagaland are covered with dense, ever­

green forest, the great part of Naga Hills is still coveredwith evergreen monsoon forests.

Forest have a great economic value and form the principal source of revenue.

They provide fire-wood, building materials, implements, utensil manufacturing(e.g.

wooden plate, spoon etc.), domestic goods such as barn, baskets, vets, drums(wooden), in

addition to barks and leaves, highly priced by local people during the manufacture of

dyes and drugs. The dense forest were in the virgin State exhibit multifarious species of

fauna, which are valued not only for their meat, but also for their skins, tusk, horns,

feathers and plumes for decorative purposes. Apart from these, wild chilly and ginger

were also grown in this part of land which makes people used of it. Numerous wild

fruits(e.g. fig, goose berry, ficus prostrata, synamore,nuts etc.) were abundance varieties

of flowers including precious orchids are consists beauty of virgin forest of Nagaiand.

Forests give direct income from tropical economic tree species such as

Agallocha, Teak, Rubber, Michelia champaca, Hollok(TerminaliaMyriocarpa), Phoebe,

Acacia Catechu(Katha), Gamari, Pine, Bamboo(eight varieties), cane(three varieties).

These have been exploited on local scale for trade purpose which fitch good income in

forest products.

The world's tallest Rhododendron tree measuring 30.79 m in height and 2.41

metres in girth has been found in Japfu mountain in Kohima district which has been

recorded in the Guinness Book of World records. Rare bird Blythe Tragopan is found in

naturalhabitat.

During the British administration, management of these forest was done

accordingto the Assam Forest Regulation of 1891by which the extraction of timber was

regulated under terms and conditions of agreements drawn up with the coupe-holders

who paid a certain amount of security. Felled trees were measured and marked with

Government passing hammers and with serials and allowed to be extracted under cover

of Transit Pass(TP) and Challan issued by the forest officials.

Accordingto the Naga Hills jhum land Regulation, 1946,the village forests belongedto

the people who had absolute rights for cultivationand other purposes.But

7

salt rock and lime stone, coal, petroleum, copper, slate, good quality of clay etc. but all

these mineral deposites are not properly mined yet.

·,-,



resources. Probably in their early migratories they lived on food gattering. For more

than a millenium, since the Naga have settled in this part of country, they started

cultivating in their own ways and methods just sowing and pulling the paddy in the hole

made by a stick. Gradually they have learnt the present method of cultivating by spade

and hoe.

As early as 1840-41, Robinson, gave a description of agriculture in Naga Hills

thus, every portion of cultivable land is most carefullyterraced up the hills, as far as

A Naga lived by the sweat of his brow and finger1.5.2: AGRICULTURE:

the erstwhile Assam forest regulations have been replaced by the Nagaland Forest Act

1968which entitle Government to carve out forest reserves on the basis of awarding

compensations to the holders or authorities who owns the forest, after assessing the

existence, mature and extend of any rights claim by them.

Up to 1957, the whole Nagaland was one Forest Division of Assam. From 1961to

1963 forest of Nagaland were in the charge of the Chief forest Officer. It was on

February, 1, 1963 that the Directo!ate of Forests came into being, under which

arrangements, the District.has been assigned to charge of the Divisional Forest Officer

with Head quarter at Dimapur.

Nagaland at present, out of the total land of 16,57,583hectares, the forests occupy

an area of approximately 8,62,930 hectares. Out of which 1,00,823(1l.7%) hectares are

under State control and 7,62,107 hectares(88.3%) are under private Q.wnership.Village

forest(private) constitute 88.3% of the total forest area of the State and owned by the

villagers. The villagers have their traditional customary absolute rights to practice

jhuming and other purposes on these forest areas.

The Forests which are rich in forests resources provide enough scope for
"#

establishingforest based industries.But it is a pity that much has fallen before the axe of

shifting cultivation and logging by means of trading of late, the departments of Forest,

Wasteland Development, rural Development, Soil and Water Conservation Department,

Public undertaken organizations and NGOs are making every efforts to educate the

people on the necessity of preserving the forest and with this aim in view plantation

schemes are being undertaken at large scales by both public and privateJlS a measure to

degraded forests improved.
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In jhuming, Naga cultivates rice, millet, maize, cotton, oilseeds, ginger, chilly,

yam, gourds, melon, lentils, cucumbers, spinaches, leaf mustard , onion, garlic, shallot

pumpkin, brinjals, Soya-bean, beans(5 types), sugarcane, turnips, radish, carrots, beets,

letuse, cabbages, cauliflower, peas, varieties of tomators, potatoes, sweet potatoes,

solanumindium etc.

9

the only object of cultivation. Arums and yams the Nagas have in great abundance, but

are for the most part found wild about their villages, they have also some large

capsicums,good ginger and a few cardamom plants. Cotton is frequently grown on the

sides of the hills, and with it is often seen species of grass(Lachrymajobi) Tez-pat is

abundanceeverywhere, and wild tea-plants in considerablequantities grow in their hills.

Cropping agriculture' is main occupation of the people of Nagaland. They

practiced and adopts both methods of jhuming cultivationand terraced fields.

Extension terraced fields, magnificently irrigated with water brought from

considerabledistances in channels so well aligned that every advantages was taken to any

natural slope encountered, and awkward comers avoided or turned with admirable

ingenuity.A vast amount of energy and farming ability as well as much engineering skill

of the many ages past could helped them produced terraced paddy(rice).

Accordingly to local traditions, the Angami terrace system is as old as the tribe

itself, the system believed to have been brought from its ancient home (system still exists

in Philippines).

Besides terraced cultivation, it is Naga practiced side by side with jhuming which

consists of omen taking on eggs or cock, was a feature of the Naga for the selection of a

jhum land. First the spot for cultivation was determined. After this, each family had to

start clearing the jungle. Having been cut down, the jungles was allow to dry, so that it

could be fired in season. If the felled jungle was thoroughly dried, then almost every

thing would be reduced to ashes. The soil for an inch or two was burnt, and having been

scratched up with their little hoe, was mixed with the ashes and become ready for the

receptionof seed which was sown broadcast. Across the fields in parallel lines at no great

distanceapart, they could put the unconsumedtrunks of the trees which served as support

to prevent slip of manures when it rained. Weeds and shoots of the trees were frequently

removed and the field was constantly watch against the depredation of.birds and wild

beast.



The region has the sub-tropical monsoon type of climate and receives heavy

rainfall during the period from May to September with scanty rainfall in winter.

Average altitude of the State ranges from 304.30 metres to 2133.60 metres above

the sea level. The average rainfall is 200 to 350 Cms. Almost equitably distributed over

a period of 7 months from April to October.

Climate varies from sub-tropical to temperate as we came up from hills to hilly

area of the State. In the average winter temperature goes down as low as 4 °C and

maximum of 24C, but snow fall is rare in the inhabited area during the period December

to February. In the Summer June to September, temperature mean maximum goes up to

31°C and mean minimum 16°C.

1.5.4: CLIMA TEIWEA THER:

1.5.3: FOOD,DRINK:

Rice was the staple food of the Nagas. They also ate millet and barely. From

millet and maize but mainly from rice, they manufacture votka(Rice-beer) of varieties,

their favourite drink which would be soporific rather than intoxicating in its effects. For

this drink they used short pipes. The Nagas were non-vegetarians. They eat all types of

food grains, vegetables, roots, stem, leaf, flowers, fiuits which are edible to them. They

eat all types of meat, such as beef, pork, dog meat, cat meat, mutton, chicken, they even

eat wild animals meats and birds including Monkey, Jackal, fox, eagle, owl, falcon, tiger

meat, they eat all types of water animals such as fishes, turtle, tortoise, even frog, crab,

mud-snake, etc. They even eat reptiles such as snakes, crocodile, some type of lizards etc.

small animals and insects such as squirrel, rat, bat, flying fox, all types of crickets,

cicada, grubs, beetle, ground beetles, meadow grass hopper, mantis, locust, whirligig

beetle, bees, honey etc. etc. constitutes the wholesome foods of Nagas. Their food

characteristics classify that generally Nagas are omnivorous "the great eaters."

Due to variation of agro-climatic condition, the state has vast potential for

growing' not only paddy and vegetables but also growing variety of fiuits: .Maudarin

Orange, Sweet Orange, Litchi, Pineapple, Banana, papaya, plum, mango, guava, peaches

and apple, grapes, coconut are even started growing in the state though the fruits products

are not self-sufficient consists chief crops of the State.
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