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CHAPTER-1

INTRODUCTION
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Indian English literature can be referred as the large pool of literary works which were
developed by some of the eminent Indian writers, whose works were incorporated in English,
which is being served as the medium of language. There are certain writers, who are intended on
recreating their works in native/co-native Indian languages. In short, Indian English Literature
can be defined as the literature works which were written originally in English by authors, who

are Indian, either by birth, ancestry or nationality.

Literature is a mirror of life. With the advent of western invasion in India has led a path
towards hybridizing both Indigenous and alien culture, after its brief reign in India. There was a
carefree time in the history of the novel when the writer had nothing to do but to tell us what had
happened. Experience in itself then pleased us; the description of experience was self-justifying.
But nothing so simple now seems acceptable. The term ‘self’ here represents the particular
individuals to whom, certain things, do tend to happen. These individuals cannot accept the hard

reality of complex and fastidious nature of modernity and its awareness recently.

Every writer, irrespective of nationality, emanates this particular theme in their works.
Indian writers have also exhibited similar expressions in their works, as they are not exceptional
to this changing world. The Indian writer in English is regarded the only group of professionals,
who received nation-wide and even international reputation. This can be attributed for their
critical demonstration of the excellence in work. The underlying conflicts, tensions, dire
situations, patriotism, pride and spiritual essence and culture were some of the major themes

represented in the novels.

English writers of indigenous people from India revealed different groups of
cosmopolitans throughout the country who belongs to different professions, religions,
communities and perspectives/visions, as these authors arose from all directions of our country.
These individuals are secular in terms of their community/religion. Irrespective of whether the
person is Sikh, Muslim, Christian, Parsi or Hindu, their contributions never failed, as literary
world does not rely or discriminate individuals with talents based on their community, religion or

caste. instead it welcomed them with an open hand. These literary artists showeased different
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views, opinions starting from progressive Gandhian views, liberalization, orthodox, communistic

as well as socialistic approach in their writings.

The different views and social issues which were brought to the public from different
parts of the nation aided in expressing their voices and concerns. This particular approach of the
literary writers aided the public in interpreting every piece of information towards rebuilding
human society. It served on behalf of public’s angst, by exposing the luxury enjoyed by
landlords, Maharajas, industrialists and Nawabs through literary writings. The literature studies
has not only focused on the unnerving tendencies of the elitists, since it also became the medium
for delivering the problems, issues and exploitations and oppressions which were faced by the

peasants, women, untouchables and peasants through these literary legends.

Traditionally, the writings form the women novelists of India have never been valued
much, in its expression towards patriarchal assumptions, trying to showcase the superiority of
male and indifferences experienced by women. It is true that a good and virtuous woman in
Indian society avail the status of goodness, but it is equally true that a woman's goodness and
virtuousness was judged on her capacity to endure unquestioningly and uncomplainingly with

the atrocities which were inflicted against her by the husband as well as by the ruling patriarchs.

The ideology of patriarchy looks after to reward an already rooted system of
victimisation. Gender equations discover forbidding extent inside the framework of patriarchal
ascendance. It is perpetuated through a cognitive process by which judgement is culturally
constructed. Gendered judgement can be seen as established ideologically, ensuring a continuous
duplication of prevailing masculinity and femininity. Patriarchy is not merely an ideology; it is a

set of an organized capability structures with key positions tenanted by man or his mechanism of

support.

In the words of Manu, “Woman is viewed solely as the mother and the wife and those
roles are idealised. The ideal wife is faithful and service to husband and his family members

without any complain is virtuous” (quoted in Mohapatra).

The first Indian woman, whose contribution towards English poem was Toru Dutt.
Toru’s work intended to represent the different archetypes concerning with womanhood in India.

She tried to emphasize this through mythological characterizations of Indian woman icons like

3
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Savitri and Sita, emanating the sufferings, hardships, self-sacrificing notions of a women. She
teied 1o reinforee these conventional myths in a way towards a patriotic tendency for the women.

Her first creation was published during her early 20,

Ihe idealogical burden of organization and powerfulness, the problematic of subtly
created spaces of binary resistances and the dynamics of supremacy and inferiority traverse
every domain of human experience and manner of possibilities. No space is neutral, no product
is apolitical. A sensitive, supersensitive seeking attention can recognize the overt and covert turn
of power/ public affairs in the multifarious ways by which models and textures of sub ordinance
and sub-alternity are eternal and reinscribed in the individual and social psyche. Culture, societal
relations, diverse institutions like family, education and creed literature and sexuality — all these

bear an imprint of the subjugation and hegemony.

The subaltern is hence created, heavy-laden with a subordinated dimension always on right
edges of the binary resistances. The subaltern is imbued with negatives at all the levels, be it
societal. ethnic or sexual. The subaltern is the one who is denied an authentic proximity. He/ She
is the one bereft of voice or dignity: one who is a mere nil, a cipher with no fundamental

meaning or a signified of existence.

The gravity of a spot is intensified when the subaltern is a woman. She is even denied by
her position. She is the one who occupies the lowest post in the social ravel. Her presence is not
even documented, but to implement the transcendence of the male counterpart. She is a deviant,

deform, signifying each the lacks, and voids.

‘In spite of education of women, they occupy an inferior position in family. ... The
works they do at home are uncountable. Their works are not considered as productive work by
family. The household work and childcare are not considered “work™. This invisibilisation of

women's labour fails to get them their due weight age in the family” (Mohapatra, 35).

In the views of Manu, “In childhood a woman must be subject to her father, in youth to
her hushand and when her lord is dead, to her sons. A woman must never be independent”

{(quoted in Mohapatra).

iR ETWIR L s s o
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Subalterns are the inferior, subjugated, subordinated and lower ranked ones. A subaltern
is considered to be group of people or any individual excluded from a society. They do not have
voice, and lost in presence from colonialism and assimilation. Such dispossessed and
marginalized persons revel in multiple varieties of oppression at social, political, economical,
psychological, spiritual and cultural grounds, Hence, those forgotten topics and lost souls possess

no history and no identity.

The *subaltern’ usually stands in an ambiguous relation to power- subordinate to it but
never absolutely consenting to its rule, never adopting the dominant point of view or vocabulary
as expressive of its own identity. Subalternity thus arises in the absurdities of the functioning of
power, in the functioning of the prevailing discourse as it signifies and domesticates peasant

activities as an extemporaneous and pre-political response to colonial destructiveness.

The dilemma of a female subaltern is the most low of all oppressive conditions. It is a
lethal compounding for the subaltern to be a woman. Her life, dreams, desires and even a basic
right to the dignified survival are defeated by aggregate powers of oppression. She is a victim
of classism and racism, and importantly, subjugating the belief of patriarchy. The dream of

transcending threatening powers of oppressiveness somewhat stiffs subtle for her.

Even more miserable is the fact that the predominant powers let so naturalized the
persecution of women that she often be unsuccessful to know the trap that she is in. She wails on
account of dungeon incessantly, often taking it as her ordained fate to be always erratic, aberrant

and anomalistic.

This representation of Subalternity is surely different from the image of the autonomous
subject and it has appeared in the conflict with the systematic disintegration of the record of
Subalternity. Such chronicles register both the failure of subalterns to come into their own and

the force they applied on broad systems that, in turn, incited their suppression and fragmentation.

History of human civilization tells that from time immemorial, there exists only two kinds

of people:

¢  Superior

e Inferior,
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To know about subaltern, the first and foremost necessary thing is to know about the
persons who are displaced, both externally and internally. One must know about unsettled,
uprooted and forcefully translated mass that have been forced to shun their root from their
mother land, their tradition, and their culture in general from their own, their identity. Such types
of people live their life in distress. It has been fractured and fragmented. Stabilities in simple,

local, social existence have been destabilized after the forceful immigration, physical and

emotional.

People here face violent disruption of capitalism, the end of the comforts of the common
place. These forcefully moved off people find themselves in a new lunch in a new culture where
they have to accept the new culture by leaving their identity, their self behind. Putting the two
different cultures together is an experience of pain because it brings uncertainty in life. It makes
a human being an object in the eyes of the world. The world is interested in knowing the
experience of suppressed. This suppressed class has to kill their self every day. They have to tear

themselves for their body. beliefs, language, desires, habits, affections because they are put in

unrecognizable worlds.

The post-colonial literature term, subaltern, is often broadly equated with not only those
from colonized cultures without a voice in their bigger society, but also with all groups that face

bigotry and inequity such as

e Women,
e  Workers,

e  Minority groups in an advanced country, etc.

There is a risk that the term will lose its initial significance of giving a name to those who

are out of the conventional narrative of civilization.

Its unambiguous objective was to pen down the subaltern classes into the history of the
nation and to fight against all the discriminatory biases in the history writing. To make the

subaltern, the sovereign subject of history

e To place them as the agents in the process of history,

e To listen to their voices,
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e To take their experiences and thoughts.

In order to be heard and known, the subaltern have a necessity in adopting the Western
ways of knowing, thinking and language due to such Westernization, a subaltern individual can
never express their ways of knowing and as an alternative, it should ratify the expressions of
their non-Western knowledge of colonial life to Western ways of knowing the world. Subaltern’s
desertion of culturally normal ways of thinking and the consequent adoption of Western ways of

thinking are essential in many circumstances.

The subordinated could be heard by the oppressors and despots only through speaking the
language of the leaders. Thus, cultural and intellectual filters of traditionalism mix-up the true
voice of the subaltern. Usually, the people needs to know about the subaltern's experiences of
colonialism, yet does not want to know the subaltern's description of his or her experiences of

colonial domination.

Thus, the subordinated subject, the subaltern enunciate the knowledge of colonialism for
the use of the Western academic that defines the relationship between the subalterns and
academics. As a means of painting a better historical picture of society, the Subaltern's telltale is
a revealing investigation and scrutiny of society, the perception of the subaltern people, the most
helpless people who live within colonial precincts. Consequently, the investigator of post-

colonialism must not adopt an unwieldly cultural supremacy in the course of understanding the

voices of the beleaguered subalterns.

The subaltern studies identify the people or group who are in the state of Subalternity and
wants to address their voices and representation. So. it identifies the people who are excluded
from the centre of the society without any political representation. It is a method that is one of

history from below and wants to study what happens amongst the crowds at the grass root level

of society than amongst elite.

Thus, it has kindled a debate in the field of history and literature writing whether
subaltern have voice and if they are not able to speak, whether intellectuals and other authors are

able to suggest the voices of the subaltern suitably. The people or society who is at the border of
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a society, are not exemplified properly. So. subaltern studies are determined in addressing true

voices of the subalterns most appropriately and truly.

Subaltern people nonetheless, are voiceless since they are entirely excluded the domains

of hegemonic discourse. They are oblivious of the extent and true cause of their domination and

lack the means to either fully understand or to distribute their displeasure to an extensive

audience. They dwell in secluded areas, but the use of localized speech will not be understood by

outsiders and have little contact with the hegemonic powers yet is still affected by their every

action.

The history of the world clearly conveys that there were two sections of people existed in

the world irrespective of ages. The first one was a dominating section which was always wanted

to dictate and rule others in a society by making them inferior in all walks of their life and

enjoyed all the available privileges in society by exploiting others. The other one was

subordinated section which was eliminated from the map of mainstream activities of a society

and denied the due basic rights and importance in a society.

A kind of tension always existed in the relationship between the two sections of a society.
In the endeavour of capturing the tension through writing dominant or superior section was given
unprecedented importance whereas subordinated or inferiors section was not given space. This
trend of writing consists of the agony of the exploited workers, labours, oppressed caste and
women. The consciousness and autonomy of subordinated or oppressed class are the foundation

of subaltern studies.

Different binaries like rich-poor, oppressor-oppressed, the ruler-the ruled, etc. may be

used in various academic discourses, but these binaries refer to these two classes only. Similar to

all other provinces of the society, in literary and historical representation also, the superior class

has been given more importance.

There is obviously myth regarding the superior class in the conventional history which is

cither written by the superior or written under the patronage of the superior and which signifies

the lower class to suit the interest of the superior.
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